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	AEA is proud to announce the winners of its 2010 Awards. Honored this year will be recipients in four categories who have helped heighten international evaluation efforts, spearhead a groundbreaking new journal, influence a health initiative that impacted the lives of children and families in five urban communities and influence a new generation of evaluators who offer greater diversity both within the field and the association. Join us as we recognize our 2010 honorees at AEA's annual conference in San Antonio. 
"This year's winners demonstrate the vitality of our profession," says AEA's 2010 President Leslie Cooksy, "and we are all very fortunate to have such talented people doing such important work. "
Receiving awards will be:
Veteran evaluator Jim Rugh, AEA's representative to the International Organization for Cooperation in Evaluation (IOCE) where he serves on the Executive Committee. He was one of the early leaders of AEA's International and Cross-Cultural Evaluation Topical Interest Group, now one of its largest with 800-plus members, and co-author of the popular and practical RealWorld Evaluation book. An independent consultant based in Sevierville, Tennessee, Rugh will be presented AEA's Alva and Gunnar Myrdal Evaluation Practice Award.
 
We will spotlight each of the recipients in a future issue of AEA's monthly newsletter. Stay tuned and, if attending the Evaluation 2010 conference in San Antonio, please congratulate them personally at AEA's awards luncheon on Friday, November 12. 


 

 

FROM THE MOUNTAINS OF NEPAL TO THE PLAINS OF AFRICA, VETERAN EVALUATOR RECOGNIZED BY AEA
 
An international evaluator with extensive experience on the ground and in the community will be honored by the American Evaluation Association at its annual conference this year in San Antonio. Jim Rugh, a veteran evaluator who helped found AEA’s International and Cross-Cultural Evaluation Topical Interest Group – now one of its largest with 800-plus members - and who serves as AEA’s Representative to the International Organization for Cooperation in Evaluation (IOCE), will be honored on Friday, Nov. 12 as the recipient of AEA’s Alva and Gunnar Myrdal Practice Award.

 

“Among the many factors recognized were his two decades of sustained service to the American Evaluation Association and to our field; his exceptional leadership in developing guidelines for helping communities to become more involved in evaluation; for developing evaluation capacity through his practice and for encouraging transparency and stakeholder involvement in his work,” says Tarek Azzam, chairs of AEA’s Awards Committee. 

 

AEA is an international professional association of evaluators devoted to the application and exploration of program evaluation, personnel evaluation, technology, and many other forms of evaluation. Evaluation involves assessing the strengths and weaknesses of programs, policies, personnel, products and organizations to improve their effectiveness. AEA has more 6,000 members representing all 50 U.S. states as well as over 60 foreign countries.

 

“It is truly an honor to be chosen to receive the 2010 Alva and Gunnar Myrdal Practice Award,” says Rugh, an author, trainer and longtime evaluation practitioner who currently resides in Sevierville, Tennessee. “It is especially gratifying to receive this recognition for my career-long involvement in helping to promote evaluation capacity and evaluation organizations around the world – a cause that has been, and remains, not only my profession but also my passion.” Rugh is a graduate of the University of Tennessee as well as Cornell University and is fluent in English, French and Hindi. 

 

“We all come to the evaluation profession through different doors,” says Michael Hendricks, an AEA board member who nominated Rugh for the award. “Jim’s path was through involvement in rural community development in Africa, India, and Appalachia. He was raised in India, where his parents served for 38 years as missionaries. (His father’s PhD dissertation, perhaps not coincidentally, was on evaluating church-related schools in India.) After he served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Senegal, the Peace Corps asked Jim to go back to India in the role of Associate Director. After getting an MS in Agricultural Engineering, the aid organization World Neighbors asked Jim to go to West and Central Africa to identify and offer support to community groups in several different countries. After six years of extensive involvement with these grass-roots programs, Jim took a sabbatical to study rural sociology and adult education at Cornell University. His thesis project developed guidelines for participatory evaluation by community development groups. That practical manual was published, became very popular, and launched Jim into evaluation.”

Rugh has since been professionally involved for more than 45 years in rural community development in Africa, Asia, Appalachia and other parts of the world and he has specialized in international program evaluation for 30 years, including 12 years as head of Design, Monitoring and Evaluation for Accountability and Learning for CARE International where he was responsible for promoting strategies for enhanced evaluation capacity throughout that worldwide non-governmental organization (NGO). He has also evaluated and provided advice for strengthening the monitoring and evaluation systems of a number of other international NGOs and is recognized as a leader in the international evaluation profession. Along with Michael Bamberger and Linda Mabry, Rugh was a coauthor of the popular book RealWorld Evaluation: Working under Budget, Time, Data and Political Constraints, published by Sage in 2006.

 

“While Jim has dealt regularly with world leaders, heads of prestigious and important agencies, both domestically and internationally, and powerful people across many sectors of development, his enduring focus has been on helping the poor, disadvantaged, and less powerful. Time and again in evaluation conferences,” notes colleague Michael Quinn Patton, “as evaluation methodologists and model-builders have immersed themselves in academic debates, I’ve seen Jim quietly but forcefully make an observation or offer a comment that moved the discussion back to the issue of how evaluation would actually contribute to improving the lives of people in need. This has been his constant, unwavering commitment. It is the basis of this work on and passion about RealWorld Evaluation.”

 

“On various occasions Jim and I have had to select photographs from our evaluation work to use in evaluation workshops and publications,” notes fellow evaluator and author Michael Bamberger. “Jim always produces a vast array of his own photographs from the mountains of Nepal or the plains and deserts of Africa showing community groups, often sitting on the ground in the open air, discussing the lessons they draw from the programs in their villages – very often without the external evaluator even appearing in the photos. He truly believes in and practices participatory and empowerment evaluation.”

“Jim has had a long-standing interest in sharing evaluation with those in the developing world, and he has as extensive, impressive record of working with many people and organizations in developing countries and regions to introduce and “grow” evaluation around the world,” says Ross Conner, Professor Emeritus and Former President of both AEA and IOCE.

 

“In important ways, Jim has been a global ambassador for evaluation for much of his career,” says Jennifer Greene, AEA’s incoming President. “Building on his early work in international development, Jim has been instrumental in establishing and promoting evaluation in this sector for the last two decades. His work at CARE is especially notable, as it involved the development and dissemination of systems of monitoring and evaluation, to include staff training, meta-evaluation, and ongoing promotion of evaluation itself. Jim must have developed and nurtured strong, respectful relationships as well as credibility with his international partners during this time period. For, since then, Jim has been in high demand as an international evaluation practitioner and also a trainer. And since then, Jim has garnered respect and renown as an advocate for strong evaluation.”

 

Though he retired from full-time work in 2007, Jim Rugh continues his active involvement in the evaluation profession. This includes frequent international travel to lead training workshops and consultancies with a variety of international development agencies.  And he will soon be entering his fourth year as the AEA Representative to the IOCE (the collaborative network that Rugh refers to as “the UN of professional evaluation organizations”), where he also serves as Treasurer and an active member of the IOCE Executive Committee.  
