Comments on RealWorld Evaluation by Richard Duncan:
For those who are stuck with the standard donor-inspired evaluation methodologies, this new book by Bamberger, Rugh and Mabry is a text,  a guidebook and a manual as well as an excellent reference. It provides very sound ways to deal with many of the legitimate  problems that the Center for Global Development (CGD) raises, particularly in developing countries. The authors, long experienced professionals, have devised systems that illustrate how evaluation quality can be maintained when less than optimum conditions for evaluation exist. They adapt the standard evaluation techniques to meet complex situations and show how mixed methods of evaluation can provide stakeholder oriented conclusions that are confirmable under difficult conditions. 

(Within an e-message posted to the IDEAS listserv March 22, 2007)

